tion, and, seizing the oars, rowed swiftly
for the opposite shore, every muscle and
faculty being exerted through the incey-
ti\'?ﬁ (rl' Il*‘ph‘ and fear.

Thc llhl-.ﬂl‘* soon l‘(‘-‘.l-?'ﬁ't‘ll their fire - bnt
distance had bheen gained meantiize by the
escaping party, and none Y their
took ‘effect. In a few minutes, through the
almost superliuman exertions of the two
men. the boat touched the Olvo

shots

thick wood. To the calls of -his surprised
companion he returned no answer, but sped
away like a madman, as perhaps he was,and
was never heard of more.

bauk ; and |
then one of the two, who had been almost | Jittle ones. ere
frightened out of his senses, leaped wildly | op ‘
upen the bank, and darted away into the |

¢ Well,” muttered the other, as for a - few’

brief moments he stood looking at the spot
where his companion had

life ig valuable to every one, and it becomes
us to take all reasonable care of it; but a

man who desertg a friend in time of need, |

i8 a selfish coward, and not it to live !

“Oh, ¢ir! Mr. Barker!” cried Mrs. Kel- |
ly, starting up wildly, as she comprehiend-| yyilding up for me a false hope ! but take

1

ed that oue of the two men, who should
have remained to protect her and her hope-
less little ones, had ignominiously
save himself ; ¢ you will not desert me aud
my poor childeen, and leave us ‘to perish
in this awful wilderness?’

» If I o, madam, may God desert me
was the assuring and emphatic rejoinder.
*No, no, poor woman ! have no fear that
harm shall come to yon ere it does to me
But we have no time to waste here! We
must fly, on feot throuch the forest, and
endeavor to reach Gual'inolis by daylicht
to-morrow morning, and the distince is a
good thirty miles. The Indians will doubt=
less swim the river, and get upon our trail
ere . pight, and then ngthing but fight,

hroagh the davikness can save us.’
« Qh. 1ot us fly then. ere it be too late

eried M

1
.3

tlir‘i'l})pt‘;.ll'\.‘fl, H

i‘lell to

leaping upon the bank as

|
[
|
|
{

she added, turning to him, as, with tearful
eyes, he stood met.onless as a statue, look-
ing down upon the heart-rendering scene,
‘you will surely try and save my chil-
dren !’

“I will try and save youall, he rep'ied,
rousing himself te sudden setion. ¢ You
vourself wust not die, and shall not

|
!
|
|

tirough any fault hf mine.’

¢Oh, think not of me! but iy with my

it be too late, and leave me

e to perish, as perish I must, sooner or
later !’

¢ No, no, no, mamma !” eriad little James,

| elinging as wildly around that fond moth-~

[

o

er's neck as if he expeeted to be rudely and
ruthlessly torn away ; * no, no, no, mamma!

I'll not leave you, if everybedy else
does !" '
* ¢The wound is not necessarily mortal,
| though exeeedingly painful and trouble~
some !" said Mr Barker. ¢I have heard ot
| several being bittem, who survived and are

|
!
|

5—tf.

That same day, just ss the shade of Raleigfrm,Sgpt. 17, 1864.

evening were stealing over the gf€at gloomy
forest the foremost Indian caught a glimpse
of the fugitive, and imprudently for his own
purpose anncunced the fact to his compan~
ions by a whoop and a disharge of his mus-
ket. Barker thus warned of Lis great dan-
ger, immediately darted away with®the
fleetness which fear lent to desire und was
daved from his pursuers by the darkness,
which soonconcezied both him and his trail.
He travelled all night regardless of any-
thing except to put distance between himself
and his foes; and in the morning much
to his horror, discovered he had lost his
way, and that his' chances of evading his
enemies preserving himsel from starvation,
and reachibg Gallipolis were so few as to
scarcely to keep alive hope.

He did not, permit himself to despair,
however, but struggled forward with even
greater energy, irusting all to Providence,
He was doomed to many painful trials, but
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my children and fly, before the pursuing
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distracted mother. ‘I .cannot escape, wheth-
er you remain or not. Already I am suf«
fering great pain, and the poisoned limb is
even now swelling so that I cannot use
it."

‘ But I cannct believe the wound will

idea of deserting you is so repugnant to
wy uature, that I cannot entertain it for a

prove fatal,” returned the other ; *and the

survived them all and on the fourth day
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THE

Barker’s arrival at Gallipolis, he was leav-
ing itin a keel-boat in company with thir
ty armed and determined men. :

* But. oh? the sufferings ‘of that poor
mother meantime what pen of lJanguage can
portray !  Wounded aimost unto death by

mon

it to the soldiers and the poor
TERMS ARE:

|

moment, Oh, would to heaven that i h'a.d
had the foresight to provide ourselves with

food-before quitting the boat !’

you long enough to go for help !
¢ And why
suffering mother.

I might
then Tave ventured to secrete and leave

not do sonow ?’ rejoiced the
¢ If the bite of the rep=
tile does not kill me, I shall not starve to
. death under four or five days; and if I
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Persous shipping WOOL to this place will please
mark on the packages whom they are rzon, and
cotton yarn will be forwarded immediately.

I hope the people will patriotically respond te
the above notice, as the wool is for clothing the
North Carolina troops. H. A. DOWD,
AQM,NC..

October 1, 1864,

TILE SPIRIT OF THE AGE,
A Family Journal B

Deveted to the interesis of the Home Cirels
RALEIGH, N. C.

SOLDIERS &5 FOR SiX MONTHS.
This Paper iz of old standing and has for a long
tima been a favorite with the public. Kach mum-
ber contsins choice selections in prose and poetry,

ublished-every Satarday by

JOHN G. WILLIAMS,
Editor and Proprietor.

the City. ¥

Subscription Price §5 For Sii Months

and all the news down to the hour of going te
ress; snecial attention is given to the Farmer.
The most liberal terms are offered to advertisers.
Job Printing done as cheaply as at any office in
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Surceon General’s”Office,
R.m;%. N. C., June 10th, 1864.
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month, forGen.
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tly by him and delivered to the owner.
e g EDWARD WARREN,
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94 Shares of North Carciina Rail Road Stock.
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MESSENGER WILL LEAVE THIS OFFICH
on the first day, and the fifieenth day, of every
Lee’'a army. All boxes left here
f that army will be carried there

$D,0003 $3,000, O1d North Carolina Coupons.

N URGERY FORFIELD AND EHOSPITAL.—I AM NOW
Prepared to Sapp'y my work on ‘Surgery o susscribers

it,
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